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In the annals of Western literature, the poetry of Gaius Valerius Catullus
stands as an enduring testament to the power and beauty of human
emotion. His collection of 116 poems, commonly known as "The Odes of
Catullus," has captivated readers for centuries with its raw passion, wit, and
lyrical brilliance.
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Now, Carcanet Classics has released a stunning new edition of "The Odes
of Catullus," meticulously translated by acclaimed poet and scholar A.E.
Stallings. This extraordinary volume offers a fresh and insightful
interpretation of Catullus's timeless masterpieces, allowing contemporary
readers to fully appreciate the poet's genius.

A Master of Lyrical Expression

Catullus was born in Verona, Italy, in 84 BC and lived a relatively short but
eventful life. Despite his brief existence, he left behind a remarkable body
of work that has had a profound impact on the development of Western
literature.

Catullus's poetry is renowned for its lyrical beauty and emotional intensity.
He employed various poetic devices, including vivid imagery, rhythmic
patterns, and rhetorical flourishes, to create verse that is both haunting and
evocative. His poems explore a wide range of themes, from love and desire
to loss and betrayal.

A Timeless Examination of Love and Relationships

Love was a central theme in Catullus's poetry. He celebrated the joys and
torments of romance with equal fervor, capturing the complexities and
contradictions of human relationships.

In his famous poem "Lesbia," Catullus expresses his passionate love for
his mistress, Clodia Metelli, using vibrant and sensual imagery:



“Lesbia, let's live and love, And all the rumors of old men Go
hang. Suns can set and rise again, But once our brief light is
gone, We sleep through one endless night. Give me a
thousand kisses, then A hundred, then another thousand, then
A hundred, then still another thousand, then A hundred.”

However, Catullus's love poems also reveal the darker side of passion. In
his poem "Catullus 8," he curses his lover, Lesbia, for her infidelity:

“I hate and love. Why, you may ask, do I? I do not know. But I
feel it, and I am tortured.”

A Window into Ancient Roman Society

Beyond their literary merits, Catullus's poems also provide valuable insights
into ancient Roman society. His writings offer glimpses into the daily lives,
customs, and beliefs of the Roman people.

Catullus's poems are filled with references to Roman mythology, history,
and politics. In his poem "Catullus 51," he laments the death of his brother
and explores the themes of mortality and remembrance.

“Brother, dear brother mine, I come to you Across the bitter
sea, across the boundless Stretch of water and long miles of
land, To pay the last sad rites and bring you words That cannot
reach your ear.”



A Legacy that Spans Centuries

Catullus's poetry has had a profound impact on Western literature. His work
has been imitated, adapted, and translated by countless poets throughout
the ages.

From Ovid and Horace in antiquity to Shakespeare and Goethe in the
Renaissance and beyond, Catullus's influence can be seen in the works of
some of the greatest literary minds in history.

The enduring popularity of Catullus's poetry is a testament to its universal
appeal and timeless themes. His poems continue to resonate with readers
today, offering insights into the human condition that are both profound and
moving.

Carcanet Classics' edition of "The Odes of Catullus" is a must-have for any
lover of poetry or classical literature. A.E. Stallings's masterful translations
bring Catullus's vibrant and evocative language to life.

Whether you are a seasoned Catullus enthusiast or encountering his work
for the first time, this edition offers a perfect opportunity to immerse yourself
in the poetic world of one of antiquity's greatest literary masters.

From the passionate love poems to the haunting elegies, "The Odes of
Catullus" is a collection that will enchant, provoke, and inspire readers for
generations to come.
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