
Somewhere Else To Be: A Captivating Tale of
Unfulfilled Desires and the Search for
Meaning

"Somewhere Else To Be" is a poignant and insightful short story by the
acclaimed author, Gabrielle Zevin. Published in her 2005 collection, "If
You're Not Going to Live Here, I'm Going to Have to Lock the Door," the
story delves into the complexities of human relationships, the search for
purpose, and the allure of escape.
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Plot Summary

The story revolves around Sarah, a young woman in her early thirties, who
feels restless and unfulfilled in her life. She is trapped in a lackluster job,
has an uninspiring relationship with her boyfriend, and longs for something
more meaningful.

One day, she encounters a stranger named David, who offers her a
glimpse of a different world. David is an enigmatic figure, full of charm and
intrigue. He awakens within Sarah a sense of possibility and adventure,
and she becomes drawn to his infectious enthusiasm.

Sarah begins to spend more and more time with David, neglecting her
responsibilities and the people who care about her. She embarks on a
reckless pursuit of happiness, hoping to escape the mundane reality of her
life.

However, as Sarah immerses herself deeper into David's world, she
discovers that it is not as perfect as it seems. David's allure hides a darker
side, and Sarah realizes that she is being used and manipulated.

Themes
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"Somewhere Else To Be" explores several profound themes, including:

Unfulfilled Desires and the Search for Meaning: Sarah's dissatisfaction
with her life reflects a universal human experience. We all have dreams
and aspirations that often remain unrealized. The story questions the
nature of true happiness and the extent to which we should pursue our
desires at all costs.

The Allure of Escape: Sarah's attraction to David represents the tempting
lure of escape from our problems. However, the story shows that escape is
not always the solution. True fulfillment comes from confronting our
challenges and working towards meaningful goals.

Relationships and Identity: Sarah's relationships with David and her
boyfriend expose the complexities of human connections. The story
explores the dynamic between love, manipulation, and self-discovery.

Characters

The characters in "Somewhere Else To Be" are complex and relatable:

Sarah: She is a flawed but sympathetic protagonist. Her restlessness and
search for meaning resonate with readers who have experienced similar
feelings of dissatisfaction.

David: He is a charismatic but ultimately manipulative figure. His charm
and allure represent the seductive appeal of escapism and the dangers of
losing oneself in fantasy.

Sarah's Boyfriend: He remains a shadowy figure throughout the story,
symbolizing the safety and stability that Sarah sacrifices in her pursuit of



excitement.

Writing Style

Gabrielle Zevin's writing style is both lyrical and insightful. She paints vivid
images and uses precise language to evoke the emotional landscape of
her characters. The story is told through Sarah's first-person perspective,
which allows readers to intimately connect with her struggles and emotions.

"Somewhere Else To Be" is a captivating and thought-provoking short story
that explores the human desire for meaning, the alluring nature of escape,
and the complexities of relationships. Through its relatable characters and
insightful themes, the story resonates with readers and invites us to reflect
on our own lives and choices.
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Blacktop Wasteland: A Novel S A Cosby
In the vast literary landscape of post-apocalyptic fiction, there are few
novels that capture the desolate essence of a world ravaged by disaster
as vividly as &quot;Blacktop...

Ovid's Metamorphoses: An Ancient Epic of
Transformation and Myth
Ovid's Metamorphoses is an epic poem written by the Roman poet Ovid
in the 1st century CE. It is a masterpiece of Latin literature, renowned for
its imaginative...
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