The Chilling Life and Crimes of Robert Lee
Yates Jr.: A Serial Killer's Twisted Journey

The annals of true crime are replete with stories of heinous and cold-
blooded killers who have left an indelible mark on society. Among them,
Robert Lee Yates Jr. stands as a particularly chilling figure, a serial killer
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whose actions have baffled and horrified the public. In this comprehensive
article, we delve into the life and crimes of Yates Jr., exploring his twisted
psyche, the victims he left behind, and the investigation that ultimately
brought him to justice.
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Early Life and Troubled Childhood

Robert Lee Yates Jr. was born on May 27, 1952, in Spokane, Washington.
His early life was marked by instability and abuse. His parents divorced
when he was young, and he was frequently shuffled between foster homes
and institutions. Yates Jr. exhibited behavioral problems from a young age,
including aggression and truancy. As a teenager, he was involved in petty
crime and was known for his violent temper.

Military Service and Violent Tendencies

In 1971, Yates Jr. enlisted in the United States Army. While serving in the
military, he participated in the Vietnam War and witnessed firsthand the
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horrors of combat. However, it was during his time in the military that Yates
Jr.'s violent tendencies became more pronounced. He was convicted of
aggravated assault and spent time in a military prison.

Return to Civilian Life and First Murders

After his discharge from the military, Yates Jr. struggled to adjust to civilian
life. He worked a series of odd jobs and lived a transient existence. In
1975, he committed his first known murders, targeting two sex workers in
Spokane. The victims, Patricia Candace Cleary and Melody Lynn
Thompson, were strangled and their bodies were dumped on the outskirts
of the city.

Modus Operandi: Targeting Sex Workers

Over the next two decades, Yates Jr. continued to prey on sex workers in
Washington and Oregon. He would approach his victims on the street,
often offering them money for sex. Once he gained their trust, he would
kidnap and murder them. Yates Jr. developed a distinctive modus operandi,
leaving behind a signature mark of strangulation and mutilation.

Modus Operandi: "The Spokane Serial Killer"

As the number of victims grew, the case gained national attention. The
media dubbed Yates Jr. "The Spokane Serial Killer," and law enforcement
agencies across the Pacific Northwest joined forces to track down the
elusive killer. However, Yates Jr. was a skilled manipulator who evaded
capture for years.

Victims and Their Families



The victims of Robert Lee Yates Jr. were women from all walks of life who
had fallen on hard times. Many were struggling with addiction or poverty.
The families of the victims have endured unimaginable pain and loss. They
have fought tirelessly for justice and have worked to raise awareness about
the dangers faced by vulnerable populations.

Breakthrough in the Investigation

In 1998, a breakthrough occurred in the investigation. DNA evidence linked
Yates Jr. to multiple murders. He was arrested and charged with seven
counts of aggravated murder. During his trial, Yates Jr. pleaded guilty to the
murders and provided chilling details of his crimes.

Sentencing and Incarceration

Robert Lee Yates Jr. was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility
of parole. He is currently incarcerated at the Washington State Penitentiary
in Walla Walla, Washington. In 2002, he was sentenced to an additional life
sentence for the 1975 murder of Patricia Candace Cleary.

Aftermath and Legacy

The case of Robert Lee Yates Jr. has left a lasting impact on the Pacific
Northwest. The families of the victims continue to seek healing and
remember their loved ones. Law enforcement agencies have learned
valuable lessons about profiling and investigating serial killers. And Yates
Jr.'s own testimony has provided a chilling glimpse into the mind of a
sadistic and depraved individual.

The story of Robert Lee Yates Jr. is a haunting tale of violence, deprauvity,
and the enduring power of justice. His crimes have left an indelible scar on
the communities he terrorized. Yet, through the tireless efforts of law



enforcement officers, forensic scientists, and the families of the victims,
Yates Jr.'s reign of terror was brought to an end. As we continue to study
and understand the motivations of serial killers, the case of Robert Lee
Yates Jr. serves as a chilling reminder of the dark side of human nature and
the importance of vigilance and compassion.
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Ovid's Metamorphoses is an epic poem written by the Roman poet Ovid
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